Annex 1

2008 NATIONAL INDIAN MUSIC COMPETITION

1
About the Competition

The biennial Competition serves as a platform for music excellence. It aims to develop the performing skills of musicians in Singapore, raise musical standards and identify potential music talents. It also provides opportunities for young musicians to perform in a competitive situation before an international jury.

2
Changes for this year’s Competition

This year, the Competition will enter its 6th edition. Having seen a steady increase in the level of competition over the years, a number of changes have been introduced for the 2008 Competition to encourage the development of even higher levels of musicianship among the participants.

2.1
Increased range of repertoire
In order to encourage greater versatility and learning of a wider range of repertoire, participants are required to prepare 5 pieces, instead of 3.

2.2
Ensemble skills

Accompaniment for all solo categories is now required in the Final Round. This is to allow participants to demonstrate their abilities in an actual performance situation, and to encourage the development of their ensemble skills.

The stipulated standard accompaniment combinations are:

	Instrument
	Accompanied by

	Carnatic Vocal
	Violin and Mridangam

	Violin / Veena / Flute
	Mridangam

	Sitar
	Tabla

	Mridangam
	Vocal, Violin, Veena or Flute

	Tabla
	Sitar or Harmonium


2.3
Independent tala-keeper

To develop greater maturity and independence in the participants, personal tala-keepers will no longer be permitted. Instead, the adjudicating panel will keep tala for the participants, while Carnatic vocal participants will be required to keep their own tala.

3
Competition Categories

The Competition consists of a Solo and Ensemble Section.

3.1
The Solo Section is open to the following seven instruments.

	Vocal / String and Wind Instruments
	Rhythmic Instruments

	Carnatic Vocal

Violin

Veena

Flute

Sitar
	Mridangam

Tabla


3.2
The Ensemble Section is open to an Indian music ensemble of 6 - 10 performers playing a combination of instruments or a combination of vocals & instruments

4
Participant Eligibility

4.1
The Competition is divided into the following age categories:

	Solo Section
	Ensemble Section

	Intermediate (Ages 16 & below)

Open (Ages 30 & below)
	Open (Ages 30 & below)


4.2
The Competition is open to all Singapore citizens and permanent residents aged 30 years and below.

5
Prizes

5.1
Total cash prizes amount to $27,500. The top 3 winners of each category will receive trophies, certificates and cash prizes as follows:

	Category
	Prize
	Solo
	Ensemble

	Intermediate Category

	1st 

2nd

3rd
	$600

$400

$300
	-

-

-

	Open Category

	1st

2nd

3rd
	$1,000

$700

$500
	$1,200

$1,000

$800


5.2
Honourable Mentions of $100 may be given to deserving finalists.

6
Call for Entries

Registration begins on 3 March 2008 and closes on 6 June 2008 at 5pm. 


Visit NAC website at http://www.nac.gov.sg/nimc for more details and entry form.

7
Schedule of Events
7.1
The Competition consists of two stages – Preliminary and Final Rounds. The Competition’s schedule is as follows:

	Event
	Dates
	Venues

	Preliminary & Final Rounds
	1 to 5 Sep 2008
	Drama Centre Theatre

	Prize Presentation Ceremony & Prize Winners’ Concert
	5 Sep 2008
	Drama Centre Theatre

	Masterclasses
	6 Sep 2008
	Drama Centre Function Rooms



* Schedule is subject to change

7.2
The Final Round of the Ensemble Category, Prize Winners’ Concert and Masterclasses are ticketed events. All other events of the Competition are open for free admission. Ticketing information will be available in July.

